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A VOICE EOR COMMERCIAL BROADCASTERS IN THE UK




Briefing on the multichannel sector
Overview

The “multichannel” sector comprises the hundreds of television channels outside the Public Service Broadcasting system. These channels range from household names to niche interest services, and provide a wide variety of content, including news, factual, children’s, music, arts, entertainment, sports and comedy.  They are available on free-to-air and pay-TV platforms (more than half the channels on Freeview are not Public Service Broadcasting channels, for example), as well as on-demand. They are one of the fastest growing parts of the UK television sector, increasing employment and investment in UK content significantly over recent years. In contrast to Public Service Broadcasters, they do not benefit from licence fee funding or privileged access to spectrum or EPG positions, which they pay for themselves.

.
· Scale: The sector is worth £4 billion per year in GVA to the UK economy. 
 
· Employment: Over the last decade, the sector has doubled direct employment, and now employs 12,000 people in the UK.
 

· Investment in UK content: The sector invests a record £725m per annum in UK television production, up nearly 50% on 2009 levels.
 As part of this, the sector has grown investment in commissions from UK independent producers by more than 10% a year over the last decade. As a sector, it invests more in new shows from independent producers – as opposed to recommissioning existing series – than any other UK broadcaster.

· The UK’s status as an international hub: The UK is home to more channels than any other EU country. Around half of all channels based (licensed) in the UK broadcast to overseas countries, not to the UK. The multichannel sector is crucial to this status, representing the bulk of these international channels as well as domestic UK ones.
 

· For more information please contact Adam Minns, COBA’s Executive Director, at adam@coba.org.uk or 0203 327 4101.
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